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THE STORY OF SILK



Propagation of Silk

5000 BC Discovery of silk

3630 BC Oldest piece of silk in existence

1070 BC Piece of silk found on Egyptian mummy

331 BC Alexander the Great marveled by silk clothing
worn by Darius

200 BC Silk production technique reaches Korea

300 AD Silk production technique reaches India

550 AD Silk moths smuggled to Byzantine

1100 AD Silk production begins in Italy
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Eurasia – The Bridge
The BRI is Intended to Lay a Bridge between China and Europe.



Eurasia’s Population Density
Between the densely populated East Asia and Eastern Europe, 
Central and Western Asia are vast areas of thin population.



The Countries of Central and 
Western Asia Are Quite Poor



The Countries of Eurasia Do Not Enjoy
a High Degree of Economic Freedom



Quality of road-infrastructure 
Quality of rail-infrastructure 

Source: World Economic Forum 2018. Note: Western European countries are included as comparators
because most BRI infrastructure projects are on the Eurasia transport network, and a network is only 
as good as its weakest link.

Quality of Land Infrastructure



The 
Original 
Silk 
Road



Map of 
the 
Mongol 
Empire 
at Its
Height



Marco 
Polo -
His  
Itineraries



The Original Maritime Silk Road



Comparing the Ships of Zheng He and Columbus



Did the 
Chinese 
Discover 
America 
Before 
Columbus?



The New Silk Roads



China’s Proposed ‘Polar Silk Road’





BRI – Major Projects
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Corrupt 
Activity Definitions and Examples

Bribe
Payment to a government official for any type of favor. Bribes are paid by firms to be short-listed or prequalified, to win 
contracts, to approve contract amendments and extensions, to influence auditors, to induce site inspectors to compromise 
their judgment regarding quality and completion of civil works, and to avoid cancellation of contracts for poor performance.

Kickbacks Payment made by a successful bidder to a third party as a result of an arrangement made prior to bidding. This is typically 
regarded as a share of proceeds from a bid that has been padded sufficiently to cover the kickbacks.

Collusion Agreements among bidders to manipulate the bidding process or its results in a manner that is mutually satisfactory. Public 
officials may orchestrate or be involved in collusion in return for a bribe. Collusion often involves bid rigging (see below).

Bid rigging

Actions that influence a bid price in a noncompetitive way to achieve a prearranged objective. All forms of bid rigging include 
some type of information or procedural asymmetry to tip the scale in favor of a contractor or consortium. Two common forms 
are manipulation of bid specifications and sole-source contracts, both of which unfairly exclude competition. In bid rigging 
involving collusion, parts of a bid may be deliberately raised in order to create a losing bid. he winning bid may be set above 
the known cost estimate (“highball”) in order to finance kickbacks after award. In noncollusive bid rigging, contractors may 
submit a “lowball” bid, where the price is set low to win the contract, only to be increased after the contract award through
change orders or addenda, often with the help of officials.

Fraud

Illicit documentary practices to subvert qualification requirements, such as commercial registration or financial capacity, or to 
cover up poor performance and corrupt practices, such as billing for work never performed, failing to meet contract 
specifications for road construction, and inflated billing for goods and services, among others. Fraud by project officials 
includes diverting project assets such as computers or vehicles, documenting “ghost employees,” and setting up front 
companies (to create the illusion of competition or conceal the identity of the principal owners or beneficiaries for taxation 
avoidance, usually working in concert with selected complicit firms).

Source: W
orld Bank 2007

Definitions and Example of Corrupt Practices in the Infrastructure (Transport) Sector





Religions in Central/Western Asia









CHINA – INDIA - PAKISTAN





Claims to the South China Sea



EU-ASIA CONNECTIVITY





EURASIAN ECONOMIC UNION



Factors Affecting the Outcome of the BRI

Political

Ø Evolution of the role of the CPC
Ø Chinese nationalism
Ø Isolationism in the West
Ø Attitude of EU
Ø Attitude of Russia
Ø Attitude of India
Ø Attitude of US
Ø Islamic fundamentalism
Ø Rise of Africa

Economic
Ø Economic growth in China
Ø Success of individual projects
Ø Future of globalization

Ecological Ø China implements green commitments
Ø Natural disasters

Cultural
Ø Evolution of the Chinese population
Ø Emigration from China
Ø Immigration into China

Propagation of the Chinese language



Possible Attitudes of Western Countries
and Their Consequences

Opposition
Ø Confrontation with China
Ø Loss of opportunities if BRI 

succeeds
Ø Avoidance of risks if it fails

Participation
Ø Promotion of China’s ambitions
Ø Benefits from BRI’s success
Ø Responsibilities for its failures

Neutrality Ø China assumes leadership of the 
events



Recommendations
Ø Promote the international rules-

based system of international 
governance (WTO, IMF, World 
Bank, etc.)

Ø Avoid confrontation with China 
Ø Avoid dominance by China

Ø Promote development programs 
integrating liberal values

Ø Provide an alternative to China’s 
CPC-dominated system

Ø Participate on a case-by-case 
basis in the BRI projects

Ø No general validation of the BRI
Ø Exert influence on the evolution 

of the BRI
Ø Reap the benefits of successful 

projects
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Daniel Laprès
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help with the slide presentation


