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The IMF quota for finance: 

 
 
When a country joins the IMF, it is assigned an initial quota in the same range as 
the quotas of existing members that are broadly comparable in economic size and 
characteristics. The IMF uses a quota formula to guide the assessment of a member’s 
relative position. 
The current quota formula is a weighted average of GDP (weight of 50 percent), 
openness (30 percent), economic variability (15 percent), and international reserves 
(5 percent). For this purpose, GDP is measured as a blend of GDP based on market 
exchange rates (weight of 60 percent) and on PPP exchanges rates (40 percent). The 
formula also includes a “compression factor” that reduces the dispersion in calculated 
quota shares across members. 
Quotas are denominated in Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), the IMF’s unit of account. 
The largest member of the IMF is the United States, with a current quota of SDR 42.1 
billion (about $68 billion), and the smallest member is Tuvalu, with a current quota of 
SDR 1.8 million (about $2.9 million). 
 
REF: http://www.imf.org/external/about/income.htm 

 

http://www.imf.org/external/np/sec/memdir/members.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/pp/longres.aspx?id=4235
http://www.imf.org/external/np/exr/facts/sdr.htm
http://www.imf.org/external/about/income.htm

